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IN THE INTERIM 

 
   Since Easter, we have been going through at least 
three major transitions. 
  
   The first transition was emerging out of the pan-
demic, once we knew that most of us had been vac-
cinated and Governor Baker gave clearance. We 
took off our masks, looked into each other’s eyes, 
hugged our loved ones and strangers, and returned 
to outdoor then indoor services.  
 
    Others among us alternated about using masks, 
kept their distances, continued doing things re-
motely, and chose to remain at least somewhat 
apart. 
  
    The second change was adjusting to a new sum-
mer season, punctuated recently by the vernal equi-
nox, the longest day of the year. We put behind 
winter and early spring, went outdoors as never be-
fore, tended our kitchen and perennial gardens 
(and those at church), took walks in woods, and re-
turned to our favorite Cape beaches. Some even had 
the good fortune of returning to band concerts. 
 
    Others because of health setbacks have not been 
able to enjoy the outdoors as much or as yet. They 
are viewing God’s natural beauty in our midst from 
the inside out. Some of these are especially grateful 
for phones, facetime, emails and other electronic 
platforms that continue to connect them to family, 
friends, congregants and neighbors. 
 
     The third one was easing into changes at church. 
For, things are not the same as a year-and-a-half 

ago. Our worship services are tighter and do not yet 
hold practices like a common Communion (still 
Communion Cups) and Offertory plates, and music 
opens with bells (as in the ringing of church bells), 
and alternates between live and pre-recorded. But 
we are together, can feel into the history of the sanc-
tuary, see bright candles and get the scent of chan-
cel flowers.  
 
     Sadly, some members are no longer with us hav-
ing moved away or returned to our loving God. First 
Church has no bell in its belfry (but in its shed), and 
no longer buttresses its unwell spruce. At the same 
time, it has a Covenant for Christian Communica-
tion, a recently hired Administrative Assistant who 
is well-versed in technology, revised Church By-
Laws, newly (re)elected officers, Board and Team 
chairs, as of July 1st, and, presumably after demo-
cratic vote, a settled Pastor by September to lead 
First Church into the next decade.  
   
     These are three significant changes in our lives 
and in the life of First Church. And surely there are 
many more. So, let us not, as do some, try to mini-
mize, avoid or skip over what has happened and is 
happening to us. Take a deep breath, say a centering 
prayer, and reflect upon what has been and is. All 
this is a vital part of what the congregation will be 
when it finally marks its 275th anniversary next 
year.  
 
Go with God, 
Pastor Dianne 



 

FIRST CHURCH COVENANT 
 

Bound together as a Christian Church, and depending upon the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead 
us, we covenant together to walk in all our ways, according to the rule of the Gospel, in mutual love and respect 
to one another, to strive to carry out the teachings of Jesus Christ, and to love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts and our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
Joined from October 2020 – June 2021 

 
Lisa Joyce – Lisa wishes to be a part of the church 
(again) because it is her “home church.”  Born in 
Hyannis, she was baptized at First Church and a 
part of the Cradle Roll. Her parents and several 
members of her family were wed in our sanctuary. 
Lisa graduated from Bridgewater State College, then 
lived most of her adult life in West Bridgewater. She 
worked with her husband in the construction busi-
ness. After his death, she returned to Harwich. Lisa 
has a son, daughter-in-law and grandchild. She en-
joys quilting, birdwatching, cats and is learning 
how to garden. She serves as a lector and volunteers 
in the Thrift Shop. 
John Linehan – John with wife Julie are on Cape 
when able but reside in Stoughton/Canton during 
the school year. John is the President and CEO of 
Zoo New England, which includes the Franklin Park 
Zoo in Boston and the Stone Zoo in Stoneham. He 
graduated from the U. of ME in Orono, and came to 
Zoo New England soon afterwards. He is often 
quoted in the Boston Globe about the zoos’ special 
virtual or outdoor shows, wildlife, conservation, 
and gorillas Kiki and Pablo. Before the pandemic, 
John spoke at our first Blessing of the Animals ser-
vice in October 2020, and recently joined the Ste-
vens Team at the church.  
Julie Linehan – Julie first came to this congregation 
from being a patron of our Thrift Shop. Char Starr 
told her about our worship services, so John and she 
visited to soon become regulars. Julie is a speech 
specialist, teaches in the Stoughton school system 
and coaches soccer. Born in Canton, Julie was raised 
Roman Catholic and went to college at Bridgewater 
State. She and John have three grown children, one 
who was just married and another who is awaiting 
the birth of their first child. Julie enjoys children’s 
books, (shopping at the Thrift Shop), kayaking and 
outdoor activities. She is one of our experienced lec-
tors, and recently joined the Fellowship Board. 
Carole MacKenzie – Carole and her husband retired 
to their summer home in Brewster, so Carole now 
wishes to confirm her relationship as an Associate 
member. (She still holds membership in the Con-
gregational Church of Canton.)  She appreciates the 
fellowship of members, the depth and breadth of the 

worship services, varied music program, and 
beauty of the church and campus. A former regis-
tered nurse in Boston, Carole attended Quincy City 
Hospital School of Nursing, Salem State and Cam-
bridge College. She is married to James, and they 
have two sons and a new lab who came to our drive-
through Blessing of the Palms. Carole enjoys gar-
dening, reading, swimming, cooking and traveling. 
She contributed to our Lenten Reading Group, and 
likes program planning, missions and the Thrift 
Shop. 
Mark Paradis – Mark and Rhonda retreated from 
Lebanon, NJ to their summer home in Harwich for 
good, so together wish to affirm their ties to this 
church. Earlier, they were long-time members of 
the Lebanon Reformed Church. Mark was born in 
Nuremberg, Germany, and graduated from Thomas 
Edison State College. He is a business consultant to 
the Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in 
New Brunswick, NJ, and works virtually. The cou-
ple are foster parents of two daughters. Mark enjoys 
reading and travel. He plays for the Harwich Town 
Band and wishes to share his musical gifts at church 
on trumpet, as he did when he played Taps for us 
on Memorial Sunday.  
Rhonda Paradis – Rhonda was born in Taunton, and 
graduated from Framingham State University in 
MA. Working virtually, Rhonda is a Director of 
Technology, Enablement and Automation at AT&T 
where she has been employed for over 25 years. Be-
fore the pandemic, she kept a busy travel schedule 
but plans to retire by the end of this year. Rhonda 
likes gardening, biking, hiking and leisure travel. 
With Mark, she restored an historical house. At 
their former church, she served as a deacon and en-
joyed small groups.   
Milton Rampasard – After working in the U.S. for 
several years, Milton became an American citizen 
last year. He was born in Jamaica in the West Indies, 
and educated and attended the Holiness Church 
there. Milton is a painter and does maintenance 
work. He is married to Joy, and they have a daugh-
ter, who sings in our summer music program. Mil-
ton also has two grown children by a previous mar-
riage. He enjoys watching football and baseball, 



traveling and meeting people. At church, he enjoyed 
cooking at the Men’s Shrove Sunday breakfast, and 
painted our office and waiting room. He would like 
to continue to share these talents.  
 

We offer a very warm welcome and blessings to our 
newest members! 
 

~ Pastor Dianne

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

We encourage parishioners to call or email our Interim Pastor or Administrative Assistant in our office by midweek                  with any new 
prayers so they can be printed and lifted up at Sunday worship. 
 

Solace & Peace: Paul Frederickson and family of 
Donny Taber, family and friends of the 600,000, 
who have succumbed to Covid-19 in the U.S., and 
to recent gun violence and natural disasters. 
Healing & Comfort: Sue P, Barbara McM’s friend 
Dixie, who entered hospice care, and her grand-
children, Greg and Jessica, Eleanor McC, Rev. Ken 
L, Ron J, Lynn B, Erich B, Ann M, Kay P, Char’s sons, 
DeeDee’s relatives Patsy and her grandson Taylor, 
Joe B’s daughter- in-law Ina and nephew Tom, Siri, 
Martha, Ardene, Jack, Edie’s granddaughter Heidi, 
Mark C, Miles. 

Joys & Celebrations: Rev. Darrell Goodwin, SNEUCC 
Executive, upon his installation 
Community & World: Our nation after George 
Floyd’s court case; living through Covid-19, espe-
cially the hungry, homeless, ill, unemployed, stu-
dents, those suffering from addictions, anxiety and 
depression, all medical staff, first responders and 
caregivers, victims of racism and gun violence, im-
migrants and children who have been separated 
from their parents, a sustainable earth, and peace 
and justice in the US and around the world. 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 am INDOORS 
 

July 4 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, including Holy Communion with Communion Cups, Independ-
ence Day 

July 11  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  
July 18  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 25 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

SUNDAY LECTIONARY 
     

     It is our tradition to use the Lectionary, with designated Hebrew Bible, Psalm, Epistle and New Testament 
readings, and the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible for our worship services, with exceptions.  Listed 
below are our Sunday lections for this month. 
     Parishioners find it useful to read these designated Scriptures in advance of our services in order to famil-
iarize themselves with the texts, and be more ready to hear our sermons and participate in our worship.  
 
Sun., July 4 Sixth Sunday after 
 Pentecost 
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 
Psalm 48 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
Mark 6:1-13 
 
Sun., July 11 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 
Psalm 24 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
Mark 6:14-29 

Sun., July 18 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  
1 Samuel 7:1-14a 
Psalm 89:20-37 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 
Sun., July 25 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:1-15 
Psalm 14 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
John 6:1-21 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN JULY 

 
8th  Ian Johnson 
13th  Tom Meehan 
14th  Lois Gausz 
15th  Donna Pizzo 
24th  Joyce Williams 
29th  Ryder Custer 

 

 

MUSICAL NOTES 
 
Church Choir Break 
The church choir has a break for July and August. 
We will offer special music by Warren Smith, Jeep 
Mashoke, Tom Jahnke, and Mark Paradis during 
July and we will hear other musicians during Au-
gust. This is a great time to hear a wide variety of 
music in church and enjoy the individual talents of 
our church musicians and guests. 
 
July 17th at 3 pm 
Marcia Hempel and singer Melanie Pullo will offer 
a concert in the sanctuary on Saturday afternoon, 
July 17, at 3 pm. Musical styles include country 
songs, blues songs, and 50’s and 60’s pop songs, 

with original piano arrangements by Marcia. The 
concert is free.  
 
August 8th at 6:30 pm 
The Young Singers will be meeting with Marcia all 
through July, and will have a concert in the church 
on August 8 (Friday) at 6:30 pm. There are five 
singers this year who will work on their repertoire 
for their performances. 
 
~ Marcia Hempel 
 
 
 

 

 
 

2021 GOOD OL’ SUMMER-TIME FAIR 

Saturday, August 14th 9 am – 2pm 
 



Our Good Ol’ Summer-time Fair will be held once 
again this year on Saturday, August 14th from 9 am-
2 pm! All hands on deck! Please reserve this date 
and the week before it to prepare. We need new as 
well as longtime volunteers and their families, con-
tributors and cheerleaders for our largest fundrais-
ing event, which is a part of our annual operating 
budget. 
 
Joyce Williams is serving as Coordinator. So far, the 
Tables include Bake Table (Lynn Bitzer, Mary Ols-
son), Café (Nancy Segall, Joyce Noyes), Grilling 
(Milton Rampasard), Popcorn, Attic Treasures 

(Lynn Carver, Mary Montgomery, Bonnie & Ned 
Rogers), Jewelry, Crafts (Sarah Moyle, Char Starr), 
Books (Ed Hanson, Leslie Joseph), Church Tours 
(Steve Washburn), Publicity (Publicity Team), Fi-
nances (Tom Jahnke), Set-up and Break-down (folk 
with trucks).   
 
Please contact Joyce Williams or any of the above-
listed names to volunteer to help with the Fair. And 
tell your friends and neighbors about this event, 
which is happening on the same day as the Harwich 
Cranberry Festival. 

  
Bake Table 

 
Yes, the Bake Table lives on! We will need volun-
teers to help out on the day of the Fair as well as 
bakers, bakers and more bakers. 
 
We won’t be doing the baked beans this year, but 
will be accepting our best-selling PIES and most 
other baked goods.   
 
According to the Town of Harwich, we cannot sell 
“time/temperature” controlled foods; i.e., cheese-
cakes, cream-filled pastry, breads with cut vegeta-
bles on them (focaccia) or any item requiring re-
frigeration. 

Also, when donating your baked goods, please re-
member to have a complete list of ingredients at-
tached for each item. 
 
Donations can be left at the Parish House on Friday, 
August 13th.  The exact times you can drop off your 
goods will be announced soon. 
 
Look for a sign-up sheet in the church narthex or 
call Lynn Bitzer at 508-237-2216 or Mary Olsson 
at 508-654-5401. 

 

THE DEACONS’ DOOR 
      

       . . . is always open  

 
“Sometimes you will never know the VALUE of a moment, until it becomes a MEMORY.” 

~ Dr. Seuss 
 

How many moments have we all let slip by because 
they didn’t seem to be of any value at the time? It 
was only later that we realized just how important 
that memory truly was. 

We thank God for all our precious 
memories, 
 
~Your Deacons 

COVID-19 VACCINES 
 

Harbor Health is offering two ways to sign up.  
This is the phone number for Harbor Health - call 
1-888-503-0766 for an appointment.  Or on your 
computer, iPad, laptop, etc. log in to:  

https://bit.ly/HHTHVax this will bring you to a 
screen with dates and times.  Click on a date, if still 
available complete information asked to schedule 
an appointment.

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

Please continue to contribute canned goods, boxed 
food and checks for the Family Food Pantry. Place 

them in the labeled containers every week in the 
narthex as you enter the sanctuary. 

https://bit.ly/HHTHVax


Libby Arnold Stevens’  
CORNER THRIFT SHOP 

      
The Thrift Shop continues to be open on Fridays and 
Saturdays from 10:00 – 2:30. Many thanks to the 
volunteers who have helped operate the Shop for 
eight months during the 2020-21 fiscal year.  In 
that time, we have been able to transfer $34,400 to 
the church operating budget.   
 

In May, the Church received a Memorial Gift from 
the family of Peggy Bordewieck.  The funds are des-
ignated for beautifying the garden beds in front of 
the Thrift Shop, where she volunteered.  A design 
for the plantings has been created by Joyce Wil-
liams, and we hope to hire a landscaper to execute 
the plan soon. 

~ Thrift Shop Board 

 
CABINET NOTES – June 8th 

 
Pastor Dianne opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Summer Fair: Joyce Williams attended the meeting 
and agreed to lead the Fair scheduled for August 
14th.  A discussion ensued re: tables, volunteers, 
publicity, parking, tent permit, setup and take-
down.  Joyce will hold a Fair meeting on Tuesday, 
June 22 at 3 pm in the Parish House. 
Diaconate:  
Worship Services – Four new members will join on 
June 13th.  Celebration of Juneteenth with Rev. 
Wesley Williams and Pastor Dianne on June 20th. 
On June 27th Rev. Sally Norris will preach while 
Pastor Dianne is away. 
Memorial Services – Joanne Harrington’s on July 
31 at 11 am.  
Music – Community Vocal Concert outside the 
church on July 27 at 3 pm.  Choir will have July 
and August off.  Young Singers program begins in 
July. 
Chancel Flowers – Folks may sign up in the nar-
thex or call Lynn Carver to donate flowers for June 
or July. 
There will be no early services this summer. 
Trustees: 
Finance – We are ahead of things for the end of the 
fiscal year. 
AA meetings have resumed in the Parish Hall. 
Bob Buchanan is working on a Bell Display fund 
raiser. 
George Porter is getting some signs for the en-
trances to the Broadbrooks/Thrift Shop parking lot 
to deter non-church related parking.   
Fellowship: 
June 5 – Reception after Al Gausz’ Memorial ser-
vice. 
June 13 – Reception after church to welcome new 
members. 
Regular coffee hours will begin in July. 

Plans will be announced for a party for our former 
Secretary, Gail. 
We will again help with the Food 4 Kids summer 
program. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Approved as written. 
 
No Christian Ed. or Missions Reports 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Thanks to Jeep Mashoke, Emily Smith, and Lor-
raine Frederickson and others, who will be leaving 
their current leadership positions. 
Thanks to Marcia Hempel for her continued music 
leadership in worship and memorial services. 
Thanks to Mark Paradis and Murray Johnson for 
participation on Memorial Day Sunday. 
Pastoral Care - In-person visits have increased, as 
well as phone contacts. 
Members – Gail Johns and Sally Rossetti have 
moved off Cape to live closer to family. 
New Members, Lisa Joyce, Carole Mackenzie, 
Mark and Rhonda Paradis will be joining First 
Church on June 13. 
Kim Perry has already completed many tasks in 
preparation for the Annual Meeting and other June 
events. 
Paul Frederickson continues his good work prepar-
ing our buildings for more inside activities. 
The Search Team and Cabinet are preparing plans 
for the Candidating weekend. 
Peggy Bordewieck’s family has given a Memorial 
Gift for landscaping in front of the Thrift Shop. 
Pastor Dianne attended meetings including Nauset 
Interfaith Association, Habitat for Humanity, and 
one with our Associate Conference Minister. 
Rev. Wesley Williams will deliver the sermon on 
June 20 to help us celebrate Juneteenth.  



 

 

Pastor Dianne will be off on June 27th.  Rev. Sally 
Norris, former pastor of the Federated Church in 
Orleans, will preach. 
Strawberry Social: Scheduled for the afternoon of 
Sunday August 15. 
 
Draft of New Pastor/Congregation Covenant:  Ap-
proved by Cabinet. 

The meeting ended with a prayer by Pastor Di-
anne. 
 
The next Cabinet meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, July 14th at 3:00 in the Parish House. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Substitute Clerk, Lynn Carver

SEARCH UPDATE 

 
The Search Committee has chosen a Candidate to be 
voted on to become our next Settled Pastor.  The 
Cabinet approved the recommendation.  All church 
members have recently been sent a copy of the Can-
didate’s profile to be able to learn more about her 
before her visit to First Church on July 10 and 11.  
Please read those materials to be informed. 
As per the UCC guidelines, the Search Committee 
has made plans for the Candidate’s weekend as fol-
lows: 

 Saturday, July 10: 

1:00 – Informal gathering to introduce the 
Candidate to members of Cabinet, Deacons, 
and Music Director.  
2:00 – 4:00 – Open House in the Parish 
House for all members to meet and ask ques-
tions of Candidate.                            

 Sunday, July 11: 

      10:30 – Worship Service led by Candidate.    
      11:30 – Congregational Meeting to vote on  
      extending a call to Candidate to become the   
      next settled Pastor of First Church. 

 Monday, July 12, if the vote is affirmative: 

9:00 – Signing of the Covenant between First 
Congregational Church and Candidate. 
9:30 – Meet Administrative Assistant. 
 

We hope members will be able to join us for this 
exciting time in the life of First Church. 

 
~ Members of the Search Committee: Bob Bu-
chanan, John Bitzer, Lynn Carver (chair), Emily 
Kosoff, Mary Ann Janick, Edie Ruggles, Emily Smith

 

WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY? 
 

Have you thought about your legacy? When you in-
clude First Church in your will or estate plan, you 
leave a lasting legacy. It reflects your values and en-
sures the continued mission of First Church in the 
future.  

To establish your legacy, please contact your attor-
ney and Tom Jahnke, the Treasurer of First Church, 

to discuss this matter. Before the end of a fiscal year, 
it is possible to establish this lasting gift, earn a full 
tax deduction on the bequest amount, as well as re-
tain some income from the funds during your life-
time.   

~ Bob Buchanan, Trustee 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The Harwich Town Band began its 46th Season on Tuesday June 29th at 7 pm, and will continue through 
August 31st in Harwich Center. Bring your family and friends along with your quilt and a picnic dinner to 
historic Brooks Park located at the corner of Main Street (Route 39) and Oak Street.   
 
Our member and the new conductor, Tom Jahnke (also music director for the Chatham Band), promises a 
wonderful time with something for everyone.  Members Lynn Carver and Mark Paradis also play in the band. 
 
The band has been providing musical excellence to residents and tourists alike on Old Cape Cod since 1975. It 
is sponsored in part by the Town of Harwich Recreation and Youth Department, and concerts are free. Unless 
it is raining, see you there! 
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