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IN THE INTERIM 

 
God is good all the time. All the time God is good. 
 
On September 9th, I will complete my Interim pas-
torate with you. As the title of my newsletter articles 
implies, my two-and-an-half year ministry with 
you has been “in the interim,” “in between” that of 
called pastors, or transitional from one way of being 
church to another. At First Church, it turned out to 
be my first experience following another interim 
minister. This raised specific issues that needed to 
be addressed immediately before transitional minis-
try could be introduced. Then, with the intrusion of 
the pandemic, we had to face it head on and sus-
pend some patterns of interim ministry. We cer-
tainly have had to learn to adapt. 
 
Presently, I believe, we are in a good place as a 
church. Though we have lost some to death (one to 
Covid-19) and attrition, we are largely together and 
intact. We recently received seven new members. 
We have better relations with neighbors and the 
larger community. Praise God!  
 
For Sunday worship, we drew members and friends 
on-line, outdoors, and indoors, then repeated this 
pattern. The deacons accommodated to changing 
viral conditions, our Music Director & Organist and 
Handbells director adjusted to distanced music, pre-
recorded pieces, some live music and included guest 
artists. Mission continued their annual monetary 
contributions to the family pantry. The Trustees 
worked on maintenance, sprucing up the entire 
campus with the Memorial Garden team, and are 
now wishing to be proactive with finances as they 

work with our Treasurer. Fellowship prepared be-
hind the scenes to do what was needed and possible, 
and served Food4Kids and Harwich Habitat for Hu-
manity volunteers. Personnel recommended a new 
Administration Assistant, who has made a strong 
start. The Thrift Shop volunteers could not be kept 
down. In mid-July, the Search recommended, and 
the congregation voted to call Rev. Susan Thomas as 
settled pastor to begin on September 10th. And we, 
with everyone’s help, are pulling together for the 
Good Ol’ Summertime Fair for August 14th.  
 
In addition, we adopted a new Covenant for Chris-
tian Communication, as a continuing guide for con-
structive relationships among us. We also down-
sized our monthly Beacon from 20 pages to 8, and 
introduced the weekly electronic Midweek Mes-
sage. We faced earlier financial realities and read-
justed hours for the Administrative Assistant and 
settled Pastor. You may have noticed that we even 
painted and redecorated the office and waiting 
room in Broadbrooks. We also updated the By-Laws 
with attention to auxiliary teams including a new 
Pastor Parish Relations Team. Finally, we frequently 
reached out beyond our doors to publicize our min-
istries to the wider community. 
 
As I wind down my interim ministry, I am reminded 
that my Covenant with First Church says that I will 
not be considered as a candidate for your settled po-
sition. For, any interim worth their salt understands 
that interim work is highly specialized, systemic, in-
terventionist, healing, consultative, and not long-
term. My final interim task will be to make time to 



say a healthy farewell to parishioners and ministe-
rial colleagues, and then depart well. I look forward 
to retreating to Steve’s and my home on the South 
Shore. 
 
I thank God for the opportunity of my transitional 
time with you, and those who have shown me spir-
itual friendship and partnership to ensure that First 

Church faces the 21st century with love, faith, cour-
age and hope. May you carry yourselves as stewards 
of Jesus’ ministry within and beyond First Church, 
and attune yourselves to the continuing guidance of 
the Holy Spirit wherever it leads. 
 
Yours affectionately and faithfully, 
Pastor Dianne

 

FIRST CHURCH COVENANT 
 

Bound together as a Christian Church, and depending upon the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead 
us, we covenant together to walk in all our ways, according to the rule of the Gospel, in mutual love and respect 
to one another, to strive to carry out the teachings of Jesus Christ, and to love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts and our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

We encourage parishioners to call or email our Interim Pastor or Administrative Assistant in our office by midweek                 with any new 
prayers so they can be printed and lifted up at Sunday worship. 
 

Solace & Peace: Stephen W and family on the death 
of Jay W, the 611,000, who have succumbed to 
Covid-19 in the U.S., and to recent gun violence and 
natural disasters. 
Healing & Comfort:  Kay H, Sue P, Barbara McM’s 
grandchildren – Greg and Jessica and her friend 
Dixie, who entered hospice care, Eleanor McC, Rev. 
Ken L, Ron J, Erich B, Ann M, Char S and family, 
DeeDee’s relatives, Joe B’s daughter, daughter-in-
law and nephew, Martha, Ardene, Jack, Edie’s 
granddaughter Heidi, Mark C, Miles.  

Joys & Celebrations: Birth of Linehan’s grandson Joey, 
Marriage of Adele B’s granddaughter and fiancé, and of 
Robert Eastman & Rosemary Powers 
Community & World: Our nation after George Floyd’s 
court case; living through Covid-19, especially the 
hungry, homeless, ill, unemployed, students, those suf-
fering from addictions, anxiety and depression, all 
medical staff, first responders and caregivers, victims 
of racism and gun violence, immigrants and children 
who have been separated from their parents, a sustain-
able earth, and peace and justice in the US and around 
the world. 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 am followed by Fellowship Hour 
 

Aug 1 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, including Holy Communion  
Aug 8  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Aug 15 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost (no Fellowship Hour due to Strawberry Social at 3 pm) 
Aug 22 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost; with Guest Preacher Rev. Stephen C. Washburn and Guest 

Organist, Richard Busch 
 Aug 29 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Farewell Service for Rev. Dianne E. Arakawa, including Rev. 

Nancy Strickland of the UCC/Southeast Conference/Barnstable Association Church & Ministry 
Committee 

 

SUNDAY LECTIONARY 
     

     It is our tradition to use the Lectionary, with designated Hebrew Bible, Psalm, Epistle and New Testament 
readings, and the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible for our worship services, with exceptions.  Listed 
below are our Sunday lections for this month. 
     Parishioners find it useful to read these designated Scriptures in advance of our services in order to famil-
iarize themselves with the texts, and be more ready to hear our sermons and participate in our worship.  
 

Sun., Aug. 1 Tenth Sunday after              Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:26—12:13a 

Psalm 51:1-12 
Ephesians 4:1-16 



John 6:24-35 
 
Sun., Aug. 8 Eleventh Sunday after             Pentecost 
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
Psalm 130 
Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
John 6:35, 41-51 

 
Sun., Aug. 15 Twelfth Sunday after                Pentecost 
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 
Psalm 111 
Ephesians 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58 

 

Sun., Aug. 22 Thirteenth Sunday after              Pente-
cost 
1 Kings 8:[1, 6, 10-11] 22- 
30, 41-43 
Psalm 84 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69 

 
Sun., Aug. 29 Fourteenth Sunday after               Pente-
cost 
Song of Solomon 2:8-13 Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 
James 1:17-27 

  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 
 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN AUGUST 

 
2nd  Helen Sanford 
4th   Dianne Arakawa 
11th  Shirley Moyle 
13th  Emerson Smith 
13th  Susan Smith 
17th  John Leathers 
18th  Nancy Langley 
21st  Joyce Noyes 
23rd  Katherine Smith 
31st  Adelle Babin 

 
 

MUSICAL NOTES 
 
Church Guest Artists 
In August, the Choir will not be singing, so we will 
have guest musicians for services. August 8 will 
feature pianist Dot Hemmings and oboist Marie 
Kesten-Zahn. On August 15, singers Marcia 
Hempel and Edie Ruggles. On August 22, soloist 
Jeep Mashoke, and on August 29, soloist Emily 
Kosoff.  
 
Young Singers 
The Young Singers will perform on Friday, August 
6 at 6:30 pm. They include five singers aged 10-
16. They will sing their own individual selections 
of songs and also sing together. Please mask for 
this concert because two of the singers are under 
age 12 (and not vaccinated).  

 
Choir  
Choir rehearsals will resume again on Wednesday, 
September 8 at 3 pm.  
 
Vocal and Organ Concert 
On Sunday September 12, at 3 pm, Marcia Hempel 
will give a combined vocal and organ concert in 
the sanctuary. The concert has the title “The Old 
and the New” and will include original vocal mu-
sic by Marcia with words from early American 
hymns, as well as organ music recently composed 
by various composers (including Marcia). The 
concert is free.  
 
Harwich Women’s Chorus 



The Harwich Women’s Chorus will give a concert 
here at First Church on Sunday, October 3 at 3 pm.
 
 

 ~ Marcia Hempel 

 

 

 
 

GOOD OL’ SUMMERTIME FAIR 
Saturday, August 14th 9 am – 2pm 

 
Our Good Ol’ Summer-time Fair will be held this 
year on Saturday, August 14th from 9 am-2 pm! 
Please reserve this date and the week before it to 
prepare. We need new as well as longtime volun-
teers and their families, contributors and cheerlead-
ers for our largest fundraising event, which is a part 
of our annual operating budget. 
 
Joyce Williams is serving as our esteemed Coordi-
nator. So far, there will be Teams for Café (Nancy 
Segall, Joyce Noyes, Mary Ann Janick, Adelle Babin), 
Baked Goods (Mary Olsson, Lynn Bitzer, DeeDee 
Dyer), Jewelry (Carole MacKenzie and sister), Thrift 
Shop (Elaine Porter, Anne Hayes, Judi Novak), Attic 

Treasures (Lynn Carver, Mary Montgomery, Bonnie 
and Ned Rogers), Crafts (Sarah Moyle, Char Starr, 
sister Susan), Baskets (Carole MacKenzie), Grill 
(Milton Rampasard, George Porter), Books (Ed Han-
son, Leslie Joseph), Historic Bell (Bob Buchanan), 
Church Tours (Lorraine Frederickson, Steve Wash-
burn), Popcorn (Jeep Mashoke), Publicity (Staff), 
and Finances (Tom Jahnke, Carolyn Thompson, 
Betty Davidian), Trucks (John Stanford, Milton 
Rampasard).  
 
Please contact Joyce Williams or any of the above-
listed names to volunteer to help with the Fair. And 
tell your family, friends and neighbors about this 



event, which is happening on the same day as the 
Harwich Cranberry Festival.
  

Details
We need volunteers to help out on the day of the 
Fair as well as bakers, bakers and more bakers. 
 
We won’t be doing the baked beans this year, but 
will be accepting our best-selling pies and most 
other baked goods.   
 
According to the Town of Harwich, we cannot sell 
“time/temperature” controlled foods; i.e., cheese-
cakes, cream-filled pastry, breads with cut vegeta-
bles on them (focaccia) or any item requiring re-
frigeration. Also, when donating your baked goods, 

please remember to have a complete list of ingredi-
ents attached for each item. 
 
Donations can be left at the Parish House on Friday, 
August 13th.  The exact times you can drop off your 
goods will be announced soon. 
 
Look for a sign-up sheet in the church narthex or 
call Lynn Bitzer at 508-237-2216 or Mary Olsson 
at 508-654-5401. 

 
Attic Treasures will be received in the Parish House 
Monday, August 9th, through Thursday, August 
12th, from 9:00 AM until 12:00 noon each of 
those days. Please see that all donations are clean 
and in good repair. 
 

Baked goods will be received in the Parish House 
on Friday, August 13th, from 9:00 AM until 12:00 
noon. Please remember to include a list of all in-
gredients with each product. No baked goods re-
quiring refrigeration are allowed as per the Har-
wich Board of Health. 

 
 
 



THE DEACONS’ DOOR 
      

       . . . is always open  

 
“Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a battle.”  Plato 

 
May all our “battles” end in the peace which comes from within. 
 

Volunteers Needed 
 

The Deacons are looking for volunteers to help out 
on Sunday mornings to bring members or friends, 
who have no transportation or are no longer are 
able to drive, to get to church. These are parishion-
ers who want and need to come to the worship 
service, to see and talk with friends. 
  
 

If any member or friend of First Church is able and 
willing to help out on an occasional Sunday, please 
call the church office and leave your name and 
phone number with Kim, Administrative Assistant, 
at 508-432- 1053 or speak with a Deacon. 
  
~ DeeDee Dyer & Diaconate 

 

MISSION & OUTREACH 

 
Please continue to contribute canned goods, boxed 
food and checks for the Family Food Pantry. Place 

them in the labeled containers every week in the 
narthex as you enter the sanctuary. 

 

AUXILIARY TEAMS 
We Need You 

 
At the June Annual Meeting, we voted to revise the 
Church By-Laws to shift some responsibilities to 
new Auxiliary Teams.  Perhaps you are a church 
member or a friend of the church who has an inter-
est in serving First Church by volunteering for one 
of our Teams listed below.  If so, please contact 
Moderator Lynn Carver or Trustees Chair Jeep 
Mashoke.      
 
Memorial Garden Team 

1. Members will be appointed by the Cabinet. 

2. Manage the care, custody and maintenance 

of the Memorial Garden. 

3. Annually review the burial site schedule of 

charges and publish them. 

4. Oversee the sale of burial sites and the pro-

ceeds in coordination with the Treasurer. 

5. Oversee the management of funds in es-

crow, in coordination with the Treasurer. 

6. Maintain historical computer burial site 
records such as name, date of birth and 

death, date of Interment and next of kin. 

 
Historical Records Team 

1. The Historian and Assistant Historian will 

be appointed by Cabinet. 

2. Conduct historical research for the identifi-
cation, analysis, and interpretation of past 

events. 

3. Manage, catalogue, preserve and display 
the historical artifacts and printed records 
of the Church, with attention to the FCCH 

Historical Records Book. 

 
Multigenerational Stevens Fund Team 

1. Interested members (minimum of 3) shall 

be approved by the Cabinet. 

2. Will be responsible for creating/supporting 

programs for multi-generational benefit. 

3. Will oversee the use of allotted available 
funds as voted at the annual congregational 

meeting. 



4. Program proposals, after conferring with 
the Treasurer, will be presented to the Cab-

inet for approval. 

 
Public Relations Team 

1. Membership will include the Pastor, Ad-
ministrative Assistant, and two members of 

the congregation. 

2. In coordination with the Cabinet, various 
boards, and the Music Director & Organist, 
draw up an annual list of church events, 
special services, concerts, and community 
outreach programs.  

3. Discuss the aforementioned events and pre-
pare information to which and how various 
media outlets should be used for each 

event. 

4. Coordinate with the Administrative Assis-
tant and/or PRT members the distribution 
of information to various media, referring 

to the PRT Guidelines. 

5. Oversee the use of allotted available funds 
voted at annual congregational meeting.  
Any one expenditure over $250 will be ap-

proved by the Cabinet. 

 
Scholarship Team 

1. Interested members (minimum of 3) shall 

be approved by the Cabinet. 

2. Conduct scholarship fundraising activities 

and programs as may be appropriate. 

3. Announce, review and process scholarship 
requests for college tuition and related edu-
cation expenses received from FCCH mem-
bers and their extended families.  Also, ac-
cept scholarship applications from Harwich 
residents and Pilgrim Congregational 
Church members. 

4. All scholarship awards will be based upon 
financial need, academic merit, and re-
strictions as stipulated by the donor’s be-

quest instructions. 

5. Maintain historical records of scholarship 
recipients’ names, addresses, colleges, in-
tended majors, award dates, dollar amounts 

and fund sources.  

6. Monetary awards come from annual budg-
etary funds, April’s Scholarship Month do-
nation, pew contribution envelopes, and 

member bequests. 

 

Libby Arnold Stevens’  
CORNER THRIFT SHOP 

 
The Thrift Shop continues to be open on Fridays and 
Saturdays from 10 am to 2:30 pm.  Many thanks to 
our volunteers, donors, and shoppers for their faith-
ful support. 
  
During FY 2020-21, the Shop was open for 8 
months.  In that time, we were able to transfer 
$34,400 to the church operating budget.  We began 
FY 2021-22 with a July transfer of $5,500. 

Several months ago, the family of Peggy Bordewieck 
gave a Memorial gift to the church for the purpose 
of beautifying the front of the Thrift Shop on Sisson 
Road.  We consulted with Joyce Williams, who gra-
ciously designed a landscape plan and then supplied 
the plants.  Already the Shop has a new look! 
 
~ Thrift Shop Board 

 

SEARCH COMMITTEE 

The Search Committee would like to thank members 
of the congregation for their support as we worked 
faithfully and diligently during our search for a set-
tled pastor.  We hope you are as excited about wel-
coming Rev. Susan Thomas to First Church on Sep-

tember 10th, as we are.     

Additionally, we would like to thank Pastor Dianne 
for her guidance and suggestions as we finalized the 

First Church Profile last fall before we sent it in to 

the UCC for publication.    

Yours in faith, 

Bob Buchanan, John Bitzer, Mary Ann Janick, Emily 
Kosoff, Edie Ruggles, Emily Smith, Lynn Carver 



 

 

 

CABINET NOTES – July 14th 
 
Pastor Dianne opened the meeting with a prayer. 
It was decided to continue sending out the meeting 
Minutes electronically, so that they can be ap-
proved in time for printing in the next Beacon. 
Diaconate:  

 Election of Officers – Co-Chairs DeeDee 
Dyer and Lynn Carver; Secretary Lynn 

Bitzer 

 Music Director’s Report – Marcia Hempel 
and Melanie Pullo will perform a free con-
cert on July 17th; Marcia is preparing music 
for Joanne Harrington’s Memorial service 
on July 31st; the Young Singers concert will 
be on Friday, August 6th at 6:30 pm; Rich-
ard Busch will substitute for Marcia on Au-

gust 22. 

 Edie Ruggles will be in charge of Chancel 

flowers. 

 We will continue to use pre-packaged 
Communion cups in August and Septem-
ber. 

 Deacons will return to passing the Offering 
plate during worship. 

 The membership lists have been reviewed 
in preparation for the Deacons’ lists and an 

updated Church Directory. 

  
Trustees: 

 Election of Officers – Chair Jeep Mashoke; 

Secretary Joyce Noyes 

 George and Elaine Porter donated two 
signs to help limit parking in the lot during 
Thrift Shop hours.  Also, George will take 
care of power washing the Parish House 

and Church to remove mold and mildew.   

 A thank you note was sent to the Seal Pub 

owner who donated a check to the Church.   

 Bob Buchanan will contact our UCC insur-
ance company to be sure we are covered 

for liability in the BB/TS parking lot. 

 Pastor Dianne and Joe Boro will contact a 
lawyer regarding use of the church park-

ing lot by others.   

 Bob is designing a brochure to use for 

fundraising for the Steeple Bell display. 

 
Fellowship: 

 Members will help provide food for the 

Habitat workers on July 24.   

 Light refreshments will be served after the 
Memorial service for Joanne Harrington on 

July 31st. 

 Plans were made for the luncheon at the 
Church Fair on August 14th, and the Straw-

berry Social on August 15th. 

 Nancy Segall is checking into possibly help-
ing with the mid-Cape Food 4 Kids pro-
gram in August.  

 
No Christian Ed. or Missions Reports 
Treasurer’s Report:  Approved as written 
 
Pastor’s Report: 

 Pastor Dianne presided at a private Wed-
ding for Rosemary Powers and Robert East-
man in the sanctuary on July 7. (DeeDee 

Dyer and Marcia Hempel were present.) 

 Plans are ongoing for Joanne Harrington’s 
Memorial service on July 31st at 11 am, and 
Glenn Mathiasen’s Memorial service and 
Interment in Holy Trinity Cemetery on Au-

gust 29th at 3 pm. 

 Pastoral calls have been made to members, 

as needed. 

 She will lead the morning Devotions for the 
Harwich Habitat for Humanity build on 

July 24th. 

 Kim Perry and Pastor Dianne have been 
working on office materials, equipment, 



 

 

and supplies.  Tom Jahnke has been transi-

tioning to a new Bookkeeper. 

 Discussed Memorial gifts with the Trustees, 
as well as issues around use of the BB/TS 

parking lot. 

 Met with the Summer Fair Team, chaired 
by Joyce Williams. 

 Thanks to the Search Team for 2.5 years of 
hard work. 

 Pastor Dianne’s last official day at First 
Church will be September 9th; her last Sun-

day will be August 29th. 

 
Historical Records: We discussed sending our orig-
inal historical deed to the Congregational Library 

in Boston.  A decision will be postponed until we 
get a Historical Records Team in place.   
 
Auxiliary Teams: Board chairs are asked to appoint 
members to the Nominating, Personnel, and Safe 
Conduct Teams.  Other auxiliary teams will consist 
of volunteers from the congregation.  A notice ask-
ing for volunteers will be placed in the August 
Beacon. 
 
The meeting ended with a prayer by Pastor Di-
anne. 
 
The next Cabinet meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, August 11th at 3:30 in the PH.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Substitute Clerk, Lynn Carver 

 

WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY? 
 

Have you thought about your legacy? When you in-
clude First Church in your will or estate plan, you 
leave a lasting legacy. It reflects your values and en-
sures the continued mission of First Church in the 
future.  

To establish your legacy, please contact your attor-
ney and Tom Jahnke, the Treasurer of First Church, 

to discuss this matter. Before the end of a fiscal year, 
it is possible to establish this lasting gift, earn a full 
tax deduction on the bequest amount, as well as re-
tain some income from the funds during your life-
time.   

~ Bob Buchanan, Trustee 
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