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October 2020 Beacon 
 

IN THE INTERIM 
 

While we have all witnessed distressing natural events —wildfires in the West, hur-

ricanes in the South, melting glaciers in the North, and storms in the East—as well national 
and international events, including the marked loss of 200,500 U.S. lives during the Covid-

19 pandemic, there have been some remarkably positive occurrences at First Church. 
These have been admittedly quieter and behind-the-scenes, and have not warranted 

headlines or tweets. Still, to at least one interim pastor they have seemed rather signifi-
cant. 

First, we have, with God’s amazing grace, born up rather well since March 8th 

through the pandemic. We took intentional measured steps to close down our campus, 

return home, quarantine and, for some of us, work from there. Perhaps we worked harder 

than ever because of constantly changing information, too many choices to make, and 
new digital platforms to learn. With that, we have been able to gradually phase-in and 

regather to worship on Sundays at 10:30 am, first with video-platforms, then with outdoor 
worship on our church’s front lawn, then, hopefully on October 11th with in our sanctuary; 

each with their own understandable strengths and limitations. 
Second, some of our boards, committees and groups began to cautiously meet 

again, either outside near the Elliot Room or the Parish House kitchen. The Cabinet made 
some significant decisions about our $55,000 projected deficit. They recommended the 

Search Team seek a three-quarter-time settled pastor, and formed a Personnel Committee 
to restudy our staff needs. The Thrift Shop leaders jumped in to partially re-open their 

important ministry. The Trustees formed a Finance team, which critiqued our current sta-
bilized situation, and recommended boldness on the part of all our members to grow our 

precious church. And our Search team pressed forward to nearly complete our Church 
Profile by which pastors in search will begin to get to know us.
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Third, we also received a fair amount of publicity including: taking down our Bell to 

make room for needed repair in our steeple, offering Palms-to-go last Palm Sunday, join-
ing other congregations to serve Kids4Food,  regathering for outdoor worship (with pre-

sealed Communion Cups with wafers, well-placed mics, keyboard, guitar and handbells), 

having the Harwich Historical Society present us with our original 1747 land deed, dedi-
cating our new Cemetery & Memorial Garden sign, introducing a new electronic method 

for the choir to record and sing for us, and preparing anew for distanced and masked 
Sunday School and worship with all windows open. 

These may be small examples of noticeable trust, faithful follow-through, and quiet 
courage. But from my vantage point, they stand out! Let us continue to envision a future 

filled with increasing compassion and service, as together we reemerge and follow our 
Redeemer in new ways.  

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Dianne 

 

 
 

 
INDOOR SERVICES TO BEGIN ON OCTOBER 11TH AT 10:30 AM 

  
    As the weather cools (and barring any set-
backs), we plan to re-open our sanctuary for 
Sunday worship, beginning on October 11th at 
10:30 am. 
      We will have to limit our attendance (in-
cluding participants) to 50, as we did for out-
door worship, in order to safely accommodate 
everyone. So, starting on October 5th at 9 am 
and no later than Wednesday, the 7th at 1:00 
p.m., please reserve a space with Gail. If we 
have already reached our maximum of 50, your 
name will be placed on a wait list; we will later 
contact you only if we have a space. If we do not 
have a space, we will place your name first for 
the following week. 
     Please stay at home if you are ill and/or reg-
ister a temperature on your thermometer. If 
you are able to join us, please mask, enter only 
by the church front entrance, then exit only by 
the back, left door (near the cemetery). The dea-
cons and ushers will accommodate you by of-
fering you hand-sanitizer, take your forehead 
temperature, give you a bulletin, space you (and 
your pod) at 6 feet, then direct you to a seat. The 
church windows will remain open for air cir-
culation, as long as the weather permits. 

     Please wear your mask throughout the ser-
vice, and raise your hand if you have a question 
or concern. At the end of the service -- with the 
pastor in the chancel, music director either in 
the narthex or balcony, and bell-ringer near the 
back, left door -- the deacons and ushers will 
direct you to egress. (The Elliot Room lavatory 
will be available, best used before or after the 
service by way of the outside steps.) Please speak 
with lead deacons, DeeDee Dyer and Lynn 
Carver, if you have any questions about wor-
ship. 
     Our Sunday School will meet from 10:30-
11:30 am in the Parish House. Please register 
with Shirley Mashoke, Chair of Christian Edu-
cation, so we can prepare and plan properly. 
Remember that, as with the adults, masks, dis-
tances and clean hands are required. Or as the 
Shakers said, Clean hands and hearts for God!” 
     Do not hesitate to let me know if you have 
other questions or concerns. We are grateful to 
God to be able to be together. We thank the 
trustees, deacons, staff and lay leaders for their 
continuing support and encouragement! Let us 
remain patient, vigilant and faith-filled. 
~  Pastor Dianne 
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PRAYER LIST 

 
We encourage parishioners to call or email our 
Interim Pastor or office by midweek with any 
new prayers so they can be printed and lifted 
up at Sunday worship. 
Solace & Peace: Families of those, who have 
succumbed to Covid-19, and recent natural 

disasters.  
Healing & Comfort: George’s sister-in-law, 

Maureen, Lynn B’s nephew Joey, Joe B’s 
daughter-in-law Ina and nephew Tom, Candy 

K, DeeDee’s cousin Patsy, Jane D’s grandson 
Jack, Marcia’s niece Heather, Millie, Gail’s 

nephew and niece Wayne & Bobbi, Tom, 
Shirley M., Martha, Ardene, Joanne, Jack, 

Edie’s granddaughter Heidi, Mark Curran, 
Char’s sons, the Moyles’ Cindy and Betty, 

Miles.  
Godspeed: Our snowbirds who are returning 

to their out-of-of-state residences. 

Joys & Celebrations: Election of new 
SNEUCC Executive Conference Minister Rev. 

Darrell Goodwin, the Staats who were mar-
ried at First Church 40 years ago and wor-

shipped with us, our newest members—Mil-
ton R, John & Julie L, Joyce N’s grandson 

Michael K who married Nell,  Community & 
World: Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s legacy 

of women’s equality, everyone adjusting to a 
new world caused by Covid-19, especially the 

hungry, the homeless, ill, those who are un-
employed, suffering from addictions, anxiety 

and depression, all medical staff, first re-
sponders and caregivers, children who have 

been separated from parents; for a sustaina-
ble earth; and for peace and justice in the US 

and around the world. 

 

 
 

 

SUNDAY LECTIONARY 
     

It is our tradition to use the Lectionary, with 
designated Hebrew Bible, Psalm, Epistle 
and New Testament readings, and the New 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible for 
our worship services, with excep-
tions.  Listed below are our Sunday lections 
for this month. 
     Parishioners find it useful to read these 
designated Scriptures in advance of our ser-
vices in order to familiarize themselves with 
the texts, and be more ready to hear our ser-
mons and participate in our worship. They 
also find it useful to study our Lectionary 

Guides when they are available.  

Sunday, Oct. 4 Eighteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 Psalm 
19 Philippians 3:4b-14 Matthew 21:33-46  

Sunday, Oct. 11 Nineteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost Exodus 32:1-14 Psalm 106:1-6, 

19-23 Philippians 4:1-9 Matthew 22:1-14  
Sunday, Oct. 18 Twentieth Sunday after 
Pentecost Exodus 33:12-23 Psalm 99: 1 

Thessalonians 1:1-10 Matthew 22:15-22  
Sunday, Oct. 25 Twenty-first Sunday after 

Pentecost Deuteronomy 34:1-12 Psalm 
90:1-6, 13-17 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 Mat-
thew 22:34-46  
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NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 
The Personnel Team was reinstituted this past summer by our Cabinet to study and make 

recommendations for our non-ministerial staff. After several meetings, it was unanimously 
agreed that the new church office hours for Gail, our Administrative Assistant, will be as 

follows, beginning on October 1st: 
Mondays – Wednesdays  9 am - 1 pm 

Thursdays    9 am - 2 pm 
Fridays    9 am - 12 noon. 

The title, Administrative Assistant, was voted by the then Team in 2017 but never followed 
through on until now. You will, nonetheless, find the same Gail in our office—friendly and 

helpful—serving First Church as it adapts to new conditions. 
~Jeep Mashoke, Moderator, and Richard Siegel, Chair of Personnel 

 

 
 

STEEPLE LIGHTING 
 

On Wednesday, October 14th, the church steeple will be lit  
in memory of Michael Joyce. 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN OCTOBER 
 

2nd Don Avery 
7th  Barbara McMillan 
9th  Judi  Novak 
20th Murray Johnson 
23rd Mark Curran 
24th Edwin Swanson 
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MUSICAL NOTES 
 

Every week since the choir has not 
been able to sing “live” for services due to 
Covid, we rehearse and try to record two 

songs every week. We continue to rehearse 
as a “Parking Lot Choir,” using wireless 
mics and an FM transmitter. We have in-

cluded these recordings in the Worship Mu-
sic section of the church website. Please 

check it out. Recently we also played two 
pieces during the Sunday service. 

There will be a very special concert of 

duets (and perhaps a trio or two) by some 
of our church musicians, coming up on 

Saturday October 17 at 3:00 pm outside. 

Singing for this concert will be Edie Rug-
gles, Gail Johns, Marcia Hempel, Jeep 
Mashoke, and Tom Jahnke. The music will 

all be spiritual but will range from Al Gausz’ 
“Glory Train” to gospel to Keith Getty (con-
temporary Christian). Marcia and Tom will 

sing, Edie and Gail, Jeep and Edie, differ-
ent combinations of voices. Please call the 

church office and reserve your seat because 
of restrictions to 50 people  

I know we all have enjoyed having 

outside services, and hopefully our planned 
indoor services will be very nice, too.  

     ~Marcia Hempel 

  
DIVINE DUETS CONCERT 
 

Saturday, October 17 at 3 pm. Reserve your seating with the church office (the concert is free but seating is 
limited to 50).  Be prepared to observe pandemic guidelines.

 

 
 

THE DEACONS’ DOOR 
      

  . . . is always open.  
 

“Life is like a box of chocolates.  You never know what you’re going to get!” 

                                                                                                                       ~Forrest Gump 
 

Have you ever thought of your Diaconate as being 

akin to a box of chocolates?  Up until this point in 

time, I hadn’t either. 

Forrest Gump, however, has a point.   

The Deacons would love to hear from you.  Do you 

feel that, as Deacons, we offer something special just 

as your favorite chocolate does?  We don’t know 

what we will get when we pick out a piece of the 

candy, just as you will not know how much or what 

type of support your Deacon will be able to pro-

vide.  The answer to this question is the same in both 

- try them. 

 

Please let your deacons know how you view them as 

both individual deacons and as a group.  Any feed-

back will be very much appreciated. 

We do not want to be your deacons in name only.  We 

want to continue to work in conjunction with our pas-

tor and improve on being involved in your prayer life 

as well as any spiritual growth. 

 

Thank you and may God bless each of you, 

 

   ~ Diaconate 
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Deacons-to-Members/Friends List 

DeeDee Dyer 
adelia.dyer100@icloud.com 
508-432-0643 
A through E plus Green, Hanson, B. Hayes. 
 
Jane Dalzell 
jcdalzell@comcast.net 
508-432-8540 
F and Deacons’ Deacon  
 
Edie Ruggles 
508-432-2333 
I through Mashoke plus Gobel, Handrens 
 
 
 

Lynn Carver 
lynncarver49@hotmail.com 
508-717-1989 
Mc through Par plus Gada, Harrington,  
A.Hayes, Hook 
 
Lynn Bitzer 
capecasey@hotmail.com 
508-237-2216 
Pel through Snow plus Gausz, Goulis, Hempel 
 
Richard Siegel 
risiegel12@comcast.net 
508-430-1997 
Sp through W plus Hindle, Hornig 

 

PLANT FUND 
Earlier, the deacons used money from the Plant 
Fund to purchase fall flowers.  Next time you are on 
the church campus, please take a look at the corner 
near the Elliot Room and the front steps of Broad-
brooks.  Those areas will soon be bright with chry-

santhemum blossoms, other plantings and a pump-
kin or two. Many thanks to folks, who have contrib-
uted to the Plant Fund in memory, or in honor, of 
loved ones.  
      ~ Deacons 

 

If you would like to donate toward the Plant Fund, in memory, honor, or celebration of a loved one, it is easy to 
do. The instructions are on the website at www.firstchurchofharwich.org/deacons.  Your generosity is appre-
ciated.  
 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP 
 
The Fellowship Committee had a delightful lunch-
eon out on September 29th.  We had our whole 
committee come.  Adelle Babin, Mary Ann Janick, 
Joyce Noyes, Elaine Porter, Sally Rossetti and myself 
were in attendance. 

Besides enjoying our lunch and each other’s com-
pany, we did discuss how Fellowship should pro-
ceed at this time.  It was felt we should not resume 
indoor coffee hour right now.  We will wait and see 
what fall and winter bring. 

~Nancy Segall

 
 

FOOD4KIDS 
Thanks to all our volunteers, led by Nancy Segall, who volunteered for Food4Kids this past summer! The final 
report says that after 11 weeks, 54,000 meals were provided to families on the mid- and outer-Cape, twice the 
“normal” program. There were 46 returning volunteers; 102 new ones; 106 handed out meals; 27 drove meals 
to sites; 23 helped the Nauset kitchen staff prepare the meals; and 20 served in multiple roles. They provided 
2,000 volunteer hours, and drove 2,000 miles to ensure families receiving meals.  Wonderful! 

mailto:adelia.dyer100@icloud.com
mailto:jcdalzell@comcast.net
mailto:lynncarver49@hotmail.com
mailto:capecasey@hotmail.com
mailto:risiegel12@comcast.net
http://www.firstchurchofharwich.org/
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CORNER THRIFT SHOP 

The Thrift Shop remains open on Fridays and Satur-
days from 10:00 am – 2:30 pm.  Since we reopened 
on July 31, the volunteers have had abundant do-
nations to sort through, price, and put out on the 
sales floor.   
Customers have been very positive, and often re-
mark how happy they are that we are open for busi-
ness.   

At the September Thrift Shop Board meeting, mem-
bers voted to transfer $4,000 to First Church.  

 
   ~ Susan Baker, Jean Buchanan, Adelle Babin, 
Joyce Noyes, Sue Perry & Lynn Carve

 

 
 

SEARCH COMMITTEE 
 

Members of the Search Committee have been pol-
ishing up the text of the Church Profile, gathering 
photos of First Church to include in the Profile, and 
working with the Treasurer to determine the salary 
basis for our next settled pastor. 

Soon, we will be sending the Profile to our SNEUCC 
Area Minister, Rev. Patty Kogut. She will review it, 
make suggestions, and then help us publicize our 
opening for a three-quarter time settled pastor on 
the UCC website.   
     ~Lynn Carver 

 

 
 

AUGUST CABINET NOTES 
 

Attended outdoor meeting: James M. 
(Moderator) Tom J. (Treasurer) Emily S. 
(Clerk) Dianne A. (Interim Pastor) John B. 

(Trustees) DeeDee D., Lynn C. (Diaconate) 
Betty Lou H. (CE) Lorraine F. (Mis-

sion/Outreach) Nancy S. (Fellowship)  
Joys and Concerns - Opened with a Pas-
toral prayer. 

July Minutes approved with a few correc-
tions.  

Finance – August Treasurer’s Report ap-
proved as written. 
Diaconate – Moved to outdoor service on 

August 2nd. September 13th, new people 
joining.  
Trustees – Report was accepted as written; 

John B. resigned from that board. Thanked 
him for his service. 

Mission/Outreach - Report was accepted 
as written. Hands of Hope appreciates 
checks or food delivered to them. 

Fellowship – Report was accepted as writ-
ten. Looking into option to be able to hold 

coffee hour. 
Christian Education – Informal meeting 
will be held September 3rd. 

Pastor – Pastor Dianne submitted report, 
as usual. She has been asked to be a mem-

ber of the Harwich Chamber of Commerce.   
Other Business – Approved Personnel’s 
Administrative Assistant Job Description 

with a few corrections. We discussed ideas 
for the office for the future. 
Pastor closed with a prayer. 

Next meeting- September 8th @ 4pm. 
   --Emily Smith, Clerk
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WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY? 
 

Have you thought about your legacy? When 
you include First Church in your will or estate plan, 
you leave a lasting legacy. It reflects your values and 
ensures the continued mission of First Church in the 
future.  

 To establish your legacy, please contact 
your attorney and Tom Jahnke, the Treasurer of 

First Church to discuss this matter. Before the end 
of 2020, it is possible to establish this lasting gift, 
earn a full tax deduction on the bequest amount, as 
well as retain some income from the funds during 
your lifetime.   

   ~Bob Buchanan, Trustee 

 

 

 
BELL RESTORATION FUND 

 

    Anyone who wishes to contribute to our his-
toric Bell Restoration Fund is invited to do so. 
Our bell was taken down in mid-winter and 
cleaned – but needs much more restoration 
work.  

   Please send a check to First Congregational 
Church, 697 Main Street, Harwich, MA, 
02645; memo line: Bell Restoration Fund. 
   If you have questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
   ~Tom Jahnke, Treasurer 

 

 
 

SNEUCC -- NEW EXECUTIVE CONFERENCE MINISTER 
 

   This past Saturday morning, Steve and 

I attended the virtual annual meeting of 
our conference, the Southern New Eng-

land Conference of the UCC. It was out-
standing—from worship, music, speeches, 

small break-out groups, questions and 
answers, and voting!  

   The most important business was the 
election of our new Executive Conference 

Minister, Rev. Darrell Goodwin, to begin 
on January 1st. He will be available elec-

tronically, of course, and based at the for-
mer Massachusetts Conference headquar-

ters in Framingham, MA. The second was 
that we continue to honor our financial 

commitments to our Conference so that it 

is able, especially at this time, to stabilize 

and develop our unified ministry in MA, CT 
and RI. 

    In this regard, our two UCC represent-
atives, Shirley Mashoke and Nancy Smith, 

recently had to step down from these po-
sitions. We thank them for their denomi-

national work. If you are interested in 
continuing their ministry, please speak to 

Shirley Mashoke - then with our Nominat-
ing Chair, Mary Ann Janick. 

    Please check the SNEUCC.org website 
for more encouraging and exciting infor- 

mation about the Southern New England 
Conference, of which the Barnstable As-

sociation is a part.         ~ Pastor Dianne
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ACTIVITY PAGE 
 

Please feel free to print out this page for your child to use, to read, to color in,  
to copy, whatever. It will help them to learn about our Lord.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

Being a Christian . . . is like being a Jack O’ Lantern 
 

God picks you from the patch, brings you inside, and washes all the dirt off of you. 
Then He cuts off the top and scoops out all the yucky stuff. He removes the sdoubt, 
hate, and greed. Then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside of 
you for all the world to see. 
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